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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Beauvillier et al [U.S. 6,104,291]. 

For claim 1 . the apparatus for evaluating a RFID system taught by Beauvillier 
includes the following claimed subject matter, as noted, 1) the claimed text fixture is met 
by any of the embodiments shown having a base having a plurality of tag positions as 
seen in Figures 3D, 4D, and 8A for locating an RF tag relative to an RF antenna. 

For claim 2 , the embodiment seen in Figure 8A comprises a height adjustable 
mount configured to hold the tag at a selected vertical position relative to the antenna, 
wherein the mount can be positioned in different mount positions. 

For claim 9 . the reference includes an RF shield (No. 812) that has no effect on 
the RF antenna. 

For claim 11 . the reference determines operation distance of the RFID tag as a 
function of antenna gain and antenna transmitted power. 
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3. Claims 1 2-20 are allowed. 
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4. Claims 3-8 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Merely stating that a text fixture has a base for locating an RF tag relative to an 
RF antenna is not enough to merit patentability. The specific architecture of the text 
fixture and its relative test positions as recited in the dependent claims are unobvious in 
light of the prior art. Also, the method claims that link the RF tag to the existing 
operational RF antenna are also unobvious. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Perkins [U.S. 4,218,745] provides a fast, error-free method of electrical harness 
fabrication. 

Mejia [U.S. 6,184,777] teaches a remotely testable transponder interrogation 
system. 

Brady et al [U.S. 6,236,223] wirelessly tests RFID integrated circuits. 
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Berger et al [U.S. 6,259,353] interrogates an operational test transponder that Is 
within a receiving range. 

Friedman et al [U.S. 6,412,086] introduces a transponder including "on-chip" test 
circuitry. 

Foltzer [U.S. 6,868,233] tests a fiber optic link formed of a single fiber. 

Forster [U.S. 204/0160233] includes coupling elements for capacitively coupling 
a reader to an RFID device. 

Lafferty [U.S. 2004/0227616] tests the validity of a transponder in a mobile 
communications system. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Tweel, Jr. whose telephone number is 571 272 
2969. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass can be reached on 571 272 2981 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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